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2008 KC MSBL / MABL Regular Season Off To A Flying Start 
Thursdays High Winds Cause Minor Damage To Sports Complex Fences 
By Tom Prendergast  
  After a miserable pre season due to the weather, the regular season got off to a great 
start last week. Almost every team was able to get in at least one game while the teams 
in the Federal League have already played 3. What a difference a week makes.  
  The severe weather on Thursday not only forced the league to postpone four Senior 
games but also caused some minor damage to the Mid America Sports Complex. High 
winds blew the perimeter fence down between the Royal and Fenway and the batters 
high behind center field in Royal was pushed back about two feet. These winds were so 
strong that they bent the poles at their base, about a foot above the concrete foundation. 
Several of the light poles on Royal and Fenway lost their protective glass light covers 
and a couple of the bulbs blew out. Other than that, the complex escaped without major 
damage. The sirens went off around 6:55pm on Thursday night and continued to sound 
for the next twenty minutes, as the entire complex was evacuated.  
  On the field the Federal Rockies picked up right where they left off last season, going 
3-0 and outscoring their opponents 30-9. The MABL expansion Royals won their first 
game with an exciting 10-9 extra inning win over the Mings and beat the Black Sox 3-2 
to start the season 2-0 in the American Division. The Rebels are on top in the National 
Division at 2-0, while the A’s and the Royal Blues are both 2-0 in Charlie Holmes. 

Federal Royals pitcher Chris Fuemmler was almost un-hitable on Saturday as his 
team defeated the Brewers 18-0 giving up just one hit in the complete game victory. 

 Individual KC MSBL and MABL  
2008 Team Schedules are  

available on the league website at: 
www.kcmsbl.com 

 

Don’t forget to always call the  
hotline before leaving for the field! 

(816) 822-5527 

 Federal Royals Fuemmler 
One Hits The Brewers!  
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Office: The Mid America Sports Complex 
20000 Johnson Dr – Shawnee, KS  66218 
(913) 649-2942  Fax (913) 897-3738 

 

MASC Office Number (913) 422-1618  
Email address:  tpkcmsbl@aol.com 

web site at: www.kcmsbl.com  
Publisher   Tom Prendergast   

GAME SCORE’S AND  
HIGHLIGHTS  

available 24 hours a day on the  
league hotline  

GENERAL INFORMATION 
(816) 822-5527 

 

Senior League:             Press # 1 
Federal & 38+:      Press # 2 
Men’s Adult League:  Press # 3 
Umpire Information: Press # 4  

The Play Ball News Platform 
This publication is provided by the  

KC Men’s Senior Baseball League for its 
members and is intended to provide 

 information about the league and its player's. 
The opinions stated and expressed in this 
publication represent the editor’s personal 
views and may not reflect the views or the 

official policy of the KC MSBL / MABL.  

judgesopinion.kcstar.com 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH WHAT’S  
HAPPENING IN THE LEAGUE 
THROUGH THE WEBSITE AT: 

www.kcmsbl.com  

Need a new wood bat —  
call Gary Wulf   (816) 241-3744  

or stop by his car in the lot. 

MSBL WS Hotels call 
Rich Rosenbloom at MSBL 

Travel.com 
(800) 645-3350 

www.msbltravel.com 

Spring Showers Sometimes Bring Severe Weather 
From the website of the National Weather Service 
  In the United States, there are an estimated 25 million lightning strikes per year. During 
the past 30 years, lightning strikes have caused an average of 62 deaths per year, the 
same number of deaths caused by tornadoes. Yet because lightning usually claims only 
one or two victims at a time and does not cause mass destruction of property, it is under-
rated as a risk. While documented lightning injuries in the United States average about 
300 per year, undocumented injuries likely much higher.  
  Thunderstorms are most likely to develop in the spring or early summer, but can occur 
year round. As the sun heats the air, pockets of warmer air start to rise and cumulus 
clouds form. Continued heating can cause these clouds to grow vertically into towering 
cumulus clouds, often the first sign of a developing thunderstorm. Lightning can strike as 
far as 10 miles from area where it is raining. That's about the distance you can hear thun-
der. If you can hear thunder, you are within striking distance. Seek safe shelter immedi-
ately. Most lightning deaths and injuries occur in the spring and summer where organ-
ized outdoor sports activities are taking place. 
  If a person is struck by lightning, call 911 and get medical care immediately.  Cardiac 
arrest and irregularities, burns, and nerve damage are common in cases where people are 
struck by lightning. However, with proper treatment, including CPR if necessary, most 
victims survive a lightning strike. With common sense, you can greatly increase your 
safety and the safety of those you are with. At the first clap of thunder, seek shelter in an 
enclosed structure or fully enclosed vehicle and wait 30 minutes after the last clap of 
thunder to back outside. 

Lightning Myth # 1 - The tallest objects in a storm don't 
always get struck by lightning. It's true that taller objects 
are closer to the clouds, but lightning can strike the ground 
at a close distance to a tall object. Taller objects may have 
a higher possibility of a strike, but where lightning is  
concerned, the strike path is not predictable. 

Lightning Myth # 2 - Surge protectors won't save your  
electronics (TV, VCR, PC) if lightning strikes your power 
line. Surge protectors provide protection for power surges 
in the line from the power company, but not for lightning. 
To really guard against strike damage, you need a lightning 
arrester. The arrester uses a gas-filled gap that acts as an 
open circuit to low potentials, but becomes ionized and 
conducts at very high potentials. If the lightning hits the line 
you are protecting, the gas gap will conduct the current 
safely to ground. 

Lightning Myth # 3 
Ben Franklin was not struck by lightning. Contrary to popular 
school teachings, Mr. Franklin was very lucky to survive his 
experiment. The spark he saw was a product of the kite/key 
system being in a strong electric field. Had the kite/key  
actually been struck, Mr. Franklin would surely have been 
killed. His experiment was extremely dangerous and should 
not be repeated. 

Lightning Myth # 4 - Rubber tires aren't why you're safe in a car during a light-
ning storm. In strong electric fields, rubber tires actually become more conductive 
than insulating. You're safe in a car because the lightning will travel around the 
surface of the vehicle and then go to ground. This occurs because the vehicle 
acts like a Faraday cage. Michael Faraday, a British physicist, discovered that a 
metal cage would shield objects within the cage when a high potential discharge 
hit the cage. The metal, being a good conductor, would direct the current around 
the objects and discharge it safely to the ground. This process of shielding is 
widely used today to protect the electrostatic sensitive integrated circuits in the 
electronics world.  

Lightning is the 
Most Underrated 
weather hazard! 
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Looking for a part-time job? How about becoming an 
official for Johnson County Park and Recreation. 

Great benefits — good pay and flexible hours.  
Slow pitch Softball — Fast pitch Softball and Flag 

Football! Earn $18 per hour. 
 

For more information call (913) 422-1618.  

2008 MSBL / MABL World Series 
October 12th - November 1st 

Held in Phoenix, Arizona 
 

  Week 1     October 12th - October 18th 
  Week 2     October 20th - October 25th 
  Week 3     October 27th - November 1st 
 

 

For more information call (631) 753-6725 
or visit the website: www.msblnational.com  
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KC MSBL rookie umpire Victor Everett (left) Federal Brewers 
keeps an eye on Federal pitcher Mike Meiers (right) on Saturday. 

MABL Royals base runner Ian Hill (left) slides back safely to the 
bag ahead of the pick off attempt on Sunday against the Mings. 

MABL Royals hurler Taylor Wissell got the start in his teams first 
game on Sunday. The Royals won the game in 8 innings 10-9. 

Federal Royals center fielder Brian Taylor gets good wood on this 
ball as he singles during Saturdays game against the Brewers. 

Federal Rockies pitcher Scotty Matteson delivers a side arm half 
submarine pitch during Sundays 13-3 victory over the Padres. 

Federal Royals short stop Wes Hughes (right) holds the ball high 
after tagging out Brewers base runner Travis Summers (left). 


