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Royals Score Two In The Bottom of the 10th For Win 
Third Times The Charm As Manager John Brown Gets 1st Title 
By Tom Prendergast (Tempe, Arizona) 
  Wow talk about a reversal of fortune for the KC Royals and manager 
John Brown. Just a month before the 2007 MSBL World Series was 
scheduled to begin, Brown wasn’t even sure he was going to be able to 
field a team, much less compete for a WS title. But he persevered and 
came up with not only enough players, but a talented rookie squad that 
exceeded expectations and took the 35+ Wood Bat Central Division by   
surprise.  
  The Royals completed the pool play round with a record of 5 wins and 
1 loss, good for a second place finish. In their first playoff game they 
beat the Arizona Mavericks 6-5, in 14 innings to advance to the semi-
final round. They beat the Orange County Buckeyes 15-8 and earned 
another shot at a WS title. For the third year in a row Brown would take 
his team to the MSBL championship game. In 2006 the Royals lost a 
heartbreaker in 15 innings to the North County San Diego Padres, 12-11 
after taking an 11-10 lead. This time would be different. 
  Trailing 2-1 in the bottom of the tenth, Royals catcher Jim Poole 
coaxed a base-on balls and scored on a Dave Thomas single. Thomas 
kept the inning alive by breaking up the double play with a hard slide 
into second. That allowed Royals first baseman Kirk Hasenzahl to bat 
and he delivered another clutch game winning rbi hit for the second 
time in two days with a single up the middle to give the Royals the 3-2 
World Series winner. So now John Brown can legitimately attend the 
monthly Kansas City World Series ring club dinners! 

WS CHAMPIONS! 

The KC Cubs won the 2008 MSBL 55+ Wood Bat National 
Championship game with a 10-0 win over the LA Athletics. 

The Kansas City Royals won the 2008 MSBL 35+ Wood Bat Central 
Championship game with a 3-2 extra inning victory over Tri-Valley. 

CUBS Capture WS Win With 10-0 Shutout! 
Outstanding Pitching Performance By Ron Wissell 
By Tom Prendergast (Tempe, Arizona) 
  Controversy threatened to derail the KC Cubs 55+ World 
Series team before they ever stepped foot in Arizona. When 
the 2007 WS pool play schedule was released the Cubs, 
much to their dismay discovered they were only scheduled to 
play 5 games instead of the usual 6. Several longtime World 
Series players demanded a sixth game. So much so that they 
issued an ultimatum to the WS Director, stating that if the 
situation wasn’t made right, they wouldn’t be participating. 
Well they got their sixth game and a free lunch to boot along 
with a well deserved 55+ World Series Championship ring! 
  After going 3-3 in the pool play round, the Cubs faced off 
against the Western Yankees in the first round of the playoffs 
and won 8-4. Next up for the Cubs was a third game against 
the San Antonio Rangers and they won that game 8-4 to earn 
another shot at the LA Athletics. The Athletics finished on 
top in the division with a 4-1 record and advanced directly to 
the championship game, plus they got a day off on Friday. 
  A year earlier the Cubs lost an extra inning heartbreaker to 
the A’s in the title game but this year would avenge that 
game with a 10-0 whitewash of Los Angeles. KC pitcher  
Ron Wissell was almost un-hitable, striking out 10, giving up 
one base-on balls and allowing just 5 hits for a complete 
game performance. Best of all, the Cubs got to play 9 games! 
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PLAY BALL NEWS - HOW TO 
REACH THE STAFF 

Office: The Mid America Sports Complex 
20000 Johnson Dr – Shawnee, KS  66218 
(913) 649-2942  Fax (913) 897-3738 

 

MASC Office Number (913) 422-1618  
Email address:  tpkcmsbl@aol.com 

web site at: www.kcmsbl.com  
Publisher   Tom Prendergast   

GAME SCORE’S AND  
HIGHLIGHTS  

available 24 hours a day on the  
league hotline  

GENERAL INFORMATION 
(816) 822-5527 

 

Senior League:             Press # 1 
Federal & 38+:      Press # 2 
Men’s Adult League:  Press # 3 
Umpire Information: Press # 4  

The Play Ball News Platform 
This publication is provided by the  

KC Men’s Senior Baseball League for its 
members and is intended to provide 

 information about the league and its player's. 
The opinions stated and expressed in this 
publication represent the editor’s personal 
views and may not reflect the views or the 

official policy of the KC MSBL / MABL.  

judgesopinion.kcstar.com 

KC Star Editorial Cartoonist Lee Judge 
(and Federal Rockies manager) would 
like to invite all members of the league 
to visit his website and view his vast & 

varied selection of cartoons.  

STAY IN TOUCH WITH WHAT’S  
HAPPENING IN THE LEAGUE 
THROUGH THE WEBSITE AT: 

www.kcmsbl.com  

Need a new wood bat —  
call Gary Wulf   (816) 241-3744  

or stop by his car in the lot. 

Rawlings R-100 Baseballs 
$45 per dozen 

Available at MASC 

MSBL WS Hotels call 
Rich Rosenbloom at 
MSBL Travel.com 

(800) 645-3350 
www.msbltravel.com 

HardBall Magazine is the  
official magazine of the 
Men's Senior and Men's 
Adult Baseball League.  

All members of the  
MSBL / MABL  

receive 5 issues of  
HardBall Magazine as part 
of their membership in the  

national MSBL & MABL  
organization. 

 

Make sure to fill out and 
sign your KC MSBL / MABL 

League Registration.  

KC MSBL / MABL 2008 Regular Season Preview 
By Tom Prendergast 
  This was an unusually busy off season for the GM’s in all of the leagues. Start-
ing with the Senior League which welcomes three new teams, the MABL KC 
Colt 45’s, the MABL Royals and the Federal Knights. The Giants folded up tent 
as most of their players ended up on different teams.  
  The expansion Brewers are taking the place of the Knights in the Federal 
League, managed by skipper Josh Phares. The Cardinals, Royals and Padres 
were all very active in going after free agents and their squads will include many 
new faces. 
  A championship title win at the 2007 MSBL World Series helped facilitate a 
merger between the Blues and the Royals in the Charlie Holmes League. These 
two powerhouse teams will now compete has one mega force.  
  But without a doubt, the most change took place in the MABL. The Hurricanes, 
arguably one of the most dominant MABL teams to ever participate in the league 
has called it quits. Most of the players have ended up on other teams but sadly, 
it just won’t be the same. Gone are the KC Nuggets, Durham Bulls, Saints, 
Brewers, Orioles, Black Sox, Phillies and Mariners. That’s in addition to the 
MABL teams that moved up to the Senior League, the KC Colt 45’s and Royals. 
  Taking their place are the Monarchs, Mings, Rampage, Black Sox and the Roy-
als. All of the individual team schedules will be available on the leagues website 
along with a complete master schedule of all KC MSBL and MABL games. And 
after a rocky start, the league hotlines are up and operational again. So don’t 
leave without calling the hotline first! 

Veteran KC MSBL Umpire Tim Carpenter Hit In 
The Face With Line Drive, Out Until June  
By Tom Prendergast 
 Thirteen year veteran umpire, Tim Carpenter was 
struck in the forehead by a line drive during a softball 
game last week and will be out of action until June. 
Tim was playing third base in a softball game and was 
unable to get his glove in front of the ball before it 
struck him between the eyes. He underwent surgery 
last week and regained most of his vision. Next week 
he will undergo additional reconstructive nasal surgery. 
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Looking for a part-time job? How about becoming an official 
for Johnson County Park and Recreation. Great benefits — 

good pay and flexible hours. Slow pitch Softball — Fast 
pitch Softball and Flag Football! Earn $18 per hour. 

For more information call (913) 422-1618.  

2008 MSBL / MABL World Series 
October 13th - November 2nd 

Held in Phoenix, Arizona 
 

  Week 1     October 13th - October 19th 
  Week 2     October 21st - October 25th 
  Week 3     October 26th - November 2nd 
 

 

For more information call (631) 753-6725 
or visit the website: www.msblnational.com  
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Cubs catcher and co-MVP Mark Adams caught all nine games in 
the 2007 MSBL World Series and was the teams top hitter. 

Kansas City Cubs leadoff batter Dave Welsh lead off the game 
with a single and scored the winning run in the 10-0 win over LA. 

KC Cubs short stop Rich McCoy had a big day at the plate in the 
championship game going 2 for 5, with 2 rbi’s and a run scored. 

KC Cubs pitcher and co-MVP Ron Wissell struck out 10 batters 
and allowed just 5 hits in the Cubs 10-0 championship victory. 

Kansas City Cubs designated hitter Randy Russell drives in two 
runs with this single in the ninth to close out the scoring for KC. 

Cubs first baseman Bryan Krantz loops a single to right and 
drives in a run in the championship game on Tempe Field # 1. 


